Building with Straw Bales

A hands-on workshop using a

Missouri natural, renewable resource

October 3-6 – Straw Bale Building, includes foundation
October 19-20 – Living Roof Workshop

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily

Leasburg, Missouri 

You are invited to attend a three-day intensive straw bale building workshop in the beautiful and rugged Ozark hills outside of Bourbon, Missouri. This workshop will cover all aspects of building a straw bale house, from discussion of all pertinent issues to actually building the structure. You will learn some of the lessons we have learned, having built and lived in our own hand-built straw house for almost two decades.  

There will be discussion of important aspects of building your own home, including:

* History and benefits of building with straw

* Factors to consider when building in Missouri

* What is passive solar gain?

* House design

* Building materials

* Wall coatings and coverings - interior and exterior

* Interior walls

* Installation of plumbing and electrical

* Foundation specifics

* Roof types

* Regulations, financing

Hands-on building will include:

* Erecting the Walls

Foundation readiness

Positioning and stacking bales

Building and using corner braces

Building and installing door and window bucks

Wall cap and tie-down

* Building the Roof

Applying general building principles for building a roof

Erecting roof and tie-down on straw bale building

* Bale Wall Covering, as time allows

Introduction to earth plaster

Basic applications
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Sign-up soon!  There are limited spaces available. Some partial scholarships available.
Go to environmentalenergyconsultants.com to sign-up.  Contact us if you have questions at silverseedfarms@gmail.com or 314-995-9247.  
Cost:  $275/person or $425/couple 

On-site camping, meals free

Upon registration, you will receive a confirmation and directions.  

Materials Required:

* pen, paper

* good work boots or hiking boots

* work gloves

* safety glasses (have on hand)

* long sleeves
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