Off-Grid System
In a system that is completely off-grid, you are not connected to the electric utility company and electricity needs are supplied with solar panels and batteries, and/or wind power, propane, hydro.

  
In rural or remote areas where there are no electric lines, producing your own power off-grid may be the best choice for you.  Forests are fragmented, it is expensive to construct electrical lines, and when one considers the rising cost of electricity and the rising cost of the basic charge (availability fee), an off-grid PV system may be the better option.  In an off-grid system, you need photovoltaic (solar) panels, charge controller, batteries, inverter and a generator to top-off your batteries and to help out on dark, cloudy weeks.  You can use AC and DC appliances.  The inverter is used only for the AC appliances.  It is possible to use mainly DC appliances in your  off-grid house.  Some examples of DC appliances are radios, TVs, blenders, lights, and laptop computers can be run on DC, as well.

A Grid Intertie System is tied to the utility grid, exchanges power back and forth with the grid and has no battery storage.

A Grid Interactive System is a solar power system which uses batteries for storage of energy produced.
 
