Building With Bales:                                                                      A hands-on Workshop Using a Missouri Natural Resource 
You are invited to attend a three-day intensive straw bale building workshop in the beautiful and rugged Ozark hills outside of Leasburg, Missouri.  You will have the opportunity to see one of the first straw bale houses built in Missouri, in October 1994.  This is an octagon-shaped "Nebraska-style" load-bearing house, which has off-grid solar power, composting toilet and an earthen floor.  You will learn some of the lessons we have learned, having built and lived in this straw house for over a decade.  This workshop will cover all aspects of building a straw bale house, from discussion of all pertinent issues to actually building the structure.

There will be "classroom" discussion of important aspects of building your own home, including:

*  history and benefits of building with straw
*  factors to consider when building 
*  what is passive solar gain?
*  house design
*  building materials
*  wall coatings and coverings - interior and exterior
*  interior walls
*  installation of plumbing and electrical
*  foundation specifics
*  roof types
*  regulations, financing

Hands-on building will include:

*  Erecting the Walls
· foundation readiness

· positioning and stacking bales

· building and using corner braces

· building and installing door and window bucks

· wall cap and tie-down
*  Building the Roof

· applying general building principles for building a roof

· erecting roof and tie-down on straw bale building

*  Bale Wall Covering, as time allows
· Introduction to earthen plaster

· Basic applications
Sign-up soon!  There are limited spaces available. 

Cost:  $150 
~ Included: a vegan lunch, with vegetarian option, will be served each day.
We accept a personal check, money order and cashier's check.
***  You may contact us by telephone to inquire about a partial scholarship, which will be based on income and future use of the information.

To Register: 
* Please send us an email at silverseedfarms@gmail.com or call 314-995-9247 to let us know you plan to attend; additionally,
* Send your check to Silver Seed Farms 
                                  P. O. Box 130
                                  Leasburg, MO  65535  
* Also, tell us a little about yourself, what has inspired you to take this workshop and learn to build with bales.  Be sure to include your email and a telephone number at which you can be reliably reached.  

Once you are registered, we will send you confirmation and give you directions.  

Materials Required:
* pen, paper
* good work boots or hiking boots
* work gloves
* safety glasses (on hand)
* long sleeves Accommodations:

· On-site camping
Camping at nearby Onondaga Cave State Park
· Cabins at nearby Ozark Outdoors
· Motels and Bed & Breakfast
· Restaurants

Cancellation Policy

Your Responsibilities
